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Today  again  comes  news  for  the  housewife  who  does  the  family  food-shopping. 
Here  are  tips  direct  from  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  on  supplies  and 
prices  of  food.    These  tips  are  to  help  you  in  planning  meals  and  taking  advantage 
of  seasonal  foods  that  are  plentiful  and  cheap. 

Fruit  is  making  the  headlines  this  month.    The  United  States  has  larger 
supplies  of  fruit  than  it  had  a  year  ago.    But  just  the  same,  the  price  of  fruit, 
is  higher.    This  month  the  markets  have  larger  supplies  of  pears,  fresh  plums  and 
primes,  and  figs  than  any  other  month  of  the  year.    Larger  supplies  of  apples  and 
grapes  are  coming  to  market,  too,  hut  the  peak  month  for  these  two  fruits  is 
October.    On  the  other  hand,  two  other  fruits  are  not  so  plentiful  this  month — 
oranges  and  peaches. 

The  markets  have  unusually  large  supplies  of  apples  this  fall.     The  1941 
ap^le  crop  is  only  average-size,  but  because  this  country  no  longer  sends  apples 
abroad  as  it  used  to,  extra  large  quantities  are  on  hand  for  sale  in  this  country. 
But  even  so,  the  price  of  apples  from  now  to  May  will  probably  be  higher  than  the 
average  price  of  apples  last  year.    As  with  many  other  foods,  the  price  goes  up 
'hen  more  people  have  more  money  to  buy,  as  they  have  now.    Also  the  Department  of 
Agriculture 1  s  purchasing  affects  the  price. 

From  fruit  news  let's  turn  to  vegetable  news.     Supplies  of  fresh  vegetables 
tale  month  and  in  October  won't  be  as  large  as  they  were  a  year  ago.  Unfavorable 
father  has  cut  down  the  size  of  many  crops.     The  price  of  vegetables  will  be 
-igher. 
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Now  about  eggs.    Hot  so  many  eggs  this  month  as  last  month,  but  not  as  big 
a  drop  in  supplies  as  usually  comes  at  this  time  of  year.    Probably  the  total 
number  of  eggs  laid  this  September  by  hens  in  the  United  States  will  be  larger  than 
the  total  number  laid  last  September.    But  that  doesn't  necessarily  mean  the  stores 
will  have  more  eggs  for  sale  than  they  had  a  year  ago.     The  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture's egg  purchase  program  will  affect  that.    As  for  the  price  of  eggs,  it  will 
continue  to  be  well  above  last  year's  price.    Eggs  are  usually  most  expensive  in 
November.    You  can  expect  prices  to  go  up  between  now  and  November.  Top-grade 
eggs  will  probably  go  up  more  than  average-grade  eggs.     This  will  mean  a  consider- 
able difference  in  price  between  the  two  grades,  especially  during  late  fall  and 
early  winter. 

Now  from  eggs  let's  go  on  to  poultry  news.    The  markets  will  have  large 
supplies  of  young  chickens  for  sale  for  the  rest  of  1941 — young  chickens  for  frying 
and  roasting.    But  markets  won't  have  as  many  stewing  or  boiling  chickens  as  they 
'isually  do  at  this  time  of  year.    The  big  month  for  chickens  on  the  market  will  be 
December.    That's  the  month  when  prices  of  poultry  are  lowest. 

Turkeys  from  the  1941  crop  are  already  coming  to  market,  but  it  will  be 
November  before  they  start  coming  in  large  quantities.    Usually,  the  markets  sell 
the  most  turkeys  in  November  and  December.     The  markets  this  year  will  probably 
have  about  the  same  number  of  turkeys  for  sale  as  they  had  last  year,  but  the  price 
of  turkeys  will  be  higher.     Just  what  you'll  pay  for  your  Thanksgiving  or  Christmas 
^rkey  will  depend  a  good  deal  on  how  much  of  the  1941  turkey  crop  is  ready  for 
market  at  the  time  of  these  holidays. 

Now  for  some  news  about  meat  on  the  market.    Meat  supplies  for  the  rest  of 
•-e  year  will  probably  be  slightly  larger  than  last  year.    Beef,  particularly 
Mtter-grade  beef — the  kind  that  gets  a  U.  S.  grade  of  "Good"  or  "Choice"  will  be 
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jmch  more  plentiful  than  last  year.     The  markets  will  have  more  lamb  for  sale,  too. 
But  they  won't  have  nearly  as  much  pork.     Beef,  pork  and  lamh  probably  will  con- 
tinue to  be  more  expensive  than  last  year,  but  pork  will  bo  tip  the  most. 

The  price  of  beef  usually  goes  up  in  September.     This  year  it  will  go  up 
less  than  usual  because  the  country  has  such  large  supplies  of  better-grade  beef 
for  marketing  this  fall.     These  large  quantities  of  better  grade  beef  will  also 
lean  probably  that  there  won't  be  so  much  difference  in  what  you  pay  for  good  and 
choice  grade  beef  and  for  commercial  and  utility  grade  beef  this  fall  and  early 
winter. 

Perhaps  you've  noticed  already  that  your  meat  market  has  more  lamb  for  sale 
this  month.    Lamb  supplies  in  the  country  are  considerably  larger  than  last  month. 
The  price  of  lamb  will  probably  go  down  some  more  between  now  and  November. 
Ordinarily  November  is  the  month  when  lamb  is  cheapest  to  buy. 

As  for  pork,  that  may  be  cheaper  as  soon  as  the  spring  pigs  are  large 
enough  to  go  to  market — maybe  this  month,  maybe  early  in  October.    Ordinarily  the 
price  of  pork  drops  in  September. 

Here's  the  last  note.    Large  supplies  of  canned  corn  are  in  prospect  for 
nil  season.    The  1S41  pack  of  corn  promises  to  be  around  25  million  cases — the 
largest  on  record.    Not  very  much  canned  corn  was  left  over  from  last  year  and 
still  waiting  to  be  sold.    But  total  supplies  of  canned  corn  for  this  season  are 
about  one- third  larger  than  what  was  used  all  last  season. 

That  completes  the  news  for  food-shoppers  today.    More  news  in  a  couple  of 
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